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survived did not halt until they had reached the shelter
of Arcot. The historian * of the French in India has justly
claimed that this battle was one of the most decisive in the
history of that country. Thenceforward it became manifest
that there had arisen a new power, whose valour and tactics
supplied abundantly their lack of 'numbers, and whose on-
set the largest armies might contemplate with dismay.

Dupleix having dispersed the host of the Nawab, de-
termined to drive the English from Fort Saint David, their
lavSt refuge on the Coromandel Coast. But before he could
achieve his purpose a large English squadron arrived to
relieve it, It was now the turn of Dupleix to stand a
siego, On the Cth September, 1747, Admiral Boscawen
with no less than six thousand men, of whom three
thousand seven hundred and twenty were Europeans, sat
down before Pondicherry. But the genius of Dupleix
soared even higher in adversity than in success. Undaunted
by the fall of his best officer, Paradis, he himself took
command of the garrison, and although without experience
of war, he soon displayed behind tho walls of Pondicherry
the qualities of a great captain. In vain Boscawen used
his energy and skill; in vain the English troops attacked
with the proud and stubborn valour of their nation* In
vain Boscawen appealed to the neighbouring princes to
help him destroy the stronghold of their common enemy.
Fruitless alike were skill and experience, eloquence and
courage. Fired by Dupleix's example, the French fought
in a way, that even they in their long and splendid hintory
have rarely equalled. Overawed by liiw genius, the neigh-
bouring princes refused to the victorious English either
support or supplies. By tho 17th October Boscawen had
lost a thousand and sixty-five of MB best troops and had
lost rather than gaiflfcd ground. The winter rains had
begun. Sickness was spreading among his men; and the
English admiral had no alternative but to raise tho siege
and retreat f.

* Colonel Miilleson.            f MaUeson and Orme.
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